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 capital of the world  
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for the city of Oulu  
 

Vice president of the 

Winter Cycling 

Federation 
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engineering  
 
Cycling NGOs  
 
Cycling events  

pekka.tahkola@navico.fi  
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OULU CYCLING 
NETWORK FACTS 
Å 845 km of routes ς 4.3m per 

inhabitant 
 
Å Routes parallel to driveways are 

separated with a green lane, which 
also serves as snow build-up space 
 

Å Routes inside the city structure 
 

Å All routes are illuminated 
 

Å 98 % maintained throughout winter 
 

Å Main route maintenance priorised 
over driveways 
 

Å You can reach every place by bike 
using cycling routes 
 

Å Underpasses in most busy crossings 

PAREMPIA KUVIA 
¢&I&bΚ 



About 200 
underpasses just 
for cyclists and 
pedestrians  

3. OULU CYCLING POLICIES 
 
Cycling network, underpasses 



3. OULU CYCLING POLICIES 
 
Cycling network, underpasses 

WINTER MAINTENANCE  



CYCLIST SEGMENTS IN OULU  

29%  

13%  

15%   

20%   

23%  

Active cyclists all year round  

Cycle daily or several times a weeks both summer and winter time  

 

Active summer cyclist, infrequent winter cyclist  

Active summer cyclist, never on winter time   

Infrequent cyclists  

Non - cyclists  



SEASONAL CHANGES OF CYCLING  
           IN OULU, FINLAND  
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Å 22 % of winter cyclists use a helmet  

Å 35 % of winter cyclists use studded winter tires  



CYCLING AND COLDNESS (OULU, 01 -02/2013)  
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3  WHAT HAVE  
   WE DONE? 

Photo: Pekka Tahkola 



Å 1969 Transport system plan  

ï Walking and cycling were 
included for the first time  

 

Å 1972 City development plan of 
bicycle and pedestrian traffic  

ï Extensive network separated 
from car traffic covering the 
whole city  

ï Separate funding for bicycle 
and pedestrian projects  

ï Major part of construction 
using other funding sources  

ï Since then cycling and 
pedestrian planning have been 
a ñpart of the systemò 

 

Å 1981 Development plan of 
bicycle and pedestrian traffic 
in the city center  

OULU CYCLING 
PLANNING HISTORY  



Å 1987 Pedestrian zone Rotuaari 
is opened  

 

Å 1993 First extensions to 
Rotuaari  

 

Å 2007 Regional strategy for 
bicycle and pedestrian traffic  

 

Å 2010 City development plan 
for bicycle and pedestrian 
traffic  

 

Å 2011 ï 2013 Further 
extensions to Rotuaari, also 
street heating installation  

OULU CYCLING 
PLANNING HISTORY  



 

Å 2012 Online cyling journey planner  
(http://pk.oulunliikenne.fi)  

 

Å 2013 International winter cycling 
congress (www.wintercycling.org)  

 

Å 2013 Cycling coordinator project  

 

Å 2013 Cycle4it  

 

Å 2013 ï 2014 Winter cyclist 
campaign  

 

OULU CYCLING 
PLANNING HISTORY  



3. OULU CYCLING POLICIES 
 
Cycling network, centre of Oulu 

Main route 
Local route 
 
Connection  
on shared  
street 

5km  3km  

Muhos border 
22,5 km 

Koiteli rapids 
25 km 

CURRENT CYCLING NETWORK  



3. OULU CYCLING POLICIES 
 
Cycling network, Oulu south 

Main route 
Local route 
 
Connection on shared street 

Airport, 14 km 
10,5 km 

CURRENT CYCLING NETWORK  

Furthest point 41 km 



3. OULU CYCLING POLICIES 
 
Cycling network, Oulu north 

Main route 
Local route 
 
Connection on shared street 

CURRENT CYCLING NETWORK  

12 km 

Furthest point 40 km 



Å Public transport in 
decline  
 

Å Amount of private 
cars still keeps on 
growing  
 

Å Finally some 
increase in walking 
and cycling after 
declining years  

MODAL SPLIT 
DEVELOPMENT  

1962  1989  2009  

54%  

48%  

17%  

42%  28%  

22%  

9%  6%  

27%  16%  

OTHER 5%  OTHER 2%  OTHER 0%  

19%  

5%  



COPENHAGEN  

SOFT 
MEASURES 
 

Å Opening of winter cycling 

season  

Å Oulu Winter Cycling 

Challenge  

Å Oulu cycling week  

Å European mobility week  

Å Winter bike to work day  

Å Winter cyclist campaign  

Å Oulu cycling week  

Å European mobility week  

Å Founding of a cycling NGO  

Å Idea campaign  

Å I Bike Oulu merchandise  

 
 

 


